
 1 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

Durham University 

Law School  

 

LLM Modules 

 

2010-11 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Module and Specialism choices 

 

Within this booklet you will find information on the modules being offered this year, each module’s 

credit rating, the specialism for which its credits “qualify”, and a brief outline of their content.  

 

The credit rating for each module is indicated under the title: you must choose modules with a total of 

180 credits, and this total must include the module in Applied Research Methods in Law and a 

dissertation. 

 

Students have a free choice from the modules on offer. However, in order to qualify for an LLM in a 

named specialism, you must choose modules to a total of at least 120 credits from qualifying modules 

within that specialism. These 120 credits must include your dissertation. 

 

Please note also that if you wish to specialise in European Trade and Commercial Law, the “Introduction 

to European Law” module is obligatory, unless a request for exemption is granted by the LLM 

Programme Director. 

 

For non European Trade and Commercial Law Students, it is also strongly recommended that if you 

wish to take “EU Trade Law” you should also take the “Introduction to European Law” module, unless 

you have studied European Law previously. 
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1. Applied Research Methods in Law 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Matt Saul 

 

Method of Assessment: Short Bibliography 

 500 word research proposal  

 2000 word essay 

 

Outline: 
All students on the LLM are required to produce a dissertation of at least 10,000 words, based on independent legal research, on a 

topic of their own choosing. 
 

In this module we will examine the concepts that underpin the conduct of independent legal research. The aim is to ensure appropriate 

knowledge of the range of research methods and skills available, as well as an appreciation of their relevance for different types of 

legal problems.  

 

Particular attention will be given to the formulation of a research problem, the nature and interaction of legal systems, the 

identification and retrieval of sources, presentation and writing skills, and the different approaches to legal research. 

 

 

2. Advanced Law of Obligations    

 

UCU Value: 30 

 
Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Professor Dave Campbell 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays  

 

Outline: 
This module will provide an advanced study of common law obligations, with particular focus on the principles and policies behind 

the three braches of contract, tort and restitution law and the principles and policies governing their interaction and demarcation. 

The syllabus covers the principles and policies that explain and justify the: 

o Law of Obligations as a whole; 

o Law of Contract; 

o Law of Torts; 
o Law of Restitution; 

o fault, causation and remoteness; 

o the measure of damages and the availability of other remedies for private law obligations. 

 

 

3. Commercial Fraud   (Tbc) 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Specialism(s) LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 
 

Module Tutor(s) Tbc 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 

Outline: 
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This 15 credit module aims to provide an in-depth study of aspects of fraud in the commercial context, using bribery in commercial 

transactions as a case study of the legal approaches to commercial fraud at the international, European and UK level.  Special 

reference will be made to legislative efforts for the prosecution of the offence and the attempts to prevent the laundering of proceeds 

from it, as well as to the criminal and civil sanctions available to the state and private parties for the recovery of assets connected to 

the offence.  

 

 

4. Current Issues in Company Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Mr Chris Riley 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 1.5 hour written exam 
 

Outline: 
We live in a world in which most economic activity takes place through companies (or ‘corporations’ as some countries typically call 

them).  This module aims to cover some of the main issues which the regulation of companies raises.  It does so through 15 x 2 hour 

seminars.  The module does not presuppose any knowledge of UK company law, or of any other country’s company law.  The module  

is mainly concerned with discussing how companies ought to be regulated, but it will sometimes look at UK company law for 

illustrations of how one country actually deals with these issues.   

 

The topics that we shall study in our seminars will include the nature of the company and its legal personality, lifting the corporate 

veil, the criminal liability of companies and their agents, legal duties of directors, shareholder remedies, majority rule and minority 

shareholder protection, the protection of creditors and the insolvency regime, the needs of small businesses and corporate 

groups/multinationals; competing theories of the company and of company law.   

 

The module will complement the modules currently being offered in corporate governance, and corporate social responsibility. 

 

 

5. Electronic Commerce (Tbc) 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Tbc 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 
Outline:  

To provide an in-depth study of key legal issues that arise in relation to electronic commerce, with special reference to the effect of 

commercial transactions conducted over the internet in terms of validity and enforcement; the effect of EU and UK consumer 

protection legislation on the validity of transactions between consumers and online sellers; the effect of the UK sales of goods 
legislation on business-to-business transactions conducted over the internet; and issues of liability in contract and tort and of 

jurisdiction with respect to business-to-business and business-to-consumer online transactions. 

 

 

6. EU Trade Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Amandine Garde 
 

Method of Assessment:   3 hour written exam 
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Outline: 
This module will examine the core area of EU Internal Market Law, and the law on the free movement of goods and services more 

specifically, in order to present a comprehensive overview of those aspects of EU law that influence and direct EU-wide regulation of 

the commercial sector, primarily through the harmonisation of national laws. This module is intended to allow students to develop a 

detailed and critical understanding of the key elements of the regulatory instruments and litigation relating to free movement within 

the European Union and their interaction with national laws. This module focuses on topical case studies, including product safety, the 

EU's alcohol and tobacco strategies, gambling services, patient mobility, air passengers' rights, and audiovisual media services.  

 
 

7. International Human Rights Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 
Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Aoife Nolan 

 

Method of Assessment:   6000 word essay 

 
Outline: 
This module centres on key standards developments and debates in international human rights law, considering these from both a 

theoretical and a practical perspective.  

Topics covered will generally include: the nature, sources, and enforcement mechanisms of international human rights law; the 

obligations imposed by different ‘categories’ of rights that have emerged (e.g., civil and political; economic and social; and individual 

and group rights); the application of human rights in relation to specific issues, including poverty, the protection of children  and the 

challenges to human rights posed by non-state actors; and the interaction and cross-fertilisation of human rights developments and 

debates at the ‘local’ and the ‘global’ levels. The course also addresses the limitations of human rights law and discourse, as well as 

the multiple and varied challenges that arise in relation to the implementation of human rights in different contexts. 

Ultimately, students will be able to critically evaluate the impact of human rights law at the international, regional and national levels 

and to understand and engage in legal, societal and political debates surrounding this area of law. 

 

8. International Human Rights Law, Development, and Commerce 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law  

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr James Sweeney 

 

Method of Assessment: One 3000 word essay 

 

Outline:  
This module will provide students with a sound understanding of human rights law within a commercial context.  The syllabus covers 

the following matters: 

Part One – Structure of International Human Rights Law 

 The philosophical basis of international human rights law 

 Common critiques of human rights   

 Human rights in international law: the sources of international law 

 International human rights mechanisms 

 Regional human rights mechanisms  

 UN Charter-based mechanisms for the protection of human rights  

 The International Bill of Rights (UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR) 

 The Human Rights Committee of the ICCPR 

 The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

Part Two – Selected Issues in International Human Rights Law 

 The enforceability of economic, social and cultural rights 

 The right to development 

 The human rights of corporations 

 The extent to which corporations are covered by international human rights law  
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9. International Banking Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Mr Howard Johnson 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays 

 

Outline:  
This module will provide students with a sound understanding of the law and practice of modern international banking. It will  

examine the legal framework of international banking and related legal issues and consider current trends in international and UK 

banking. There will be detailed analysis of the regulation and prudential supervision of banks in the UK and EU, with emphasis on 

capital adequacy and assessment of banking risks, and the use of prudential techniques in risk management. Particular focus will be on 
the lessons which need to be drawn for this area from the recent international financial crisis the so-called ‘credit crunch’.  

International banking facilities will be examined, with particular reference to syndicated loans, security interests and lender liability. 

Students will also gain an appreciation of the main features of international capital markets, focusing on international bond issues. The 

international banking industry will be discussed in the wider context considering important contemporary issues such as money 

laundering and issues of environmental and social responsibility.  The module will also look at the increasingly important market for 

the provision of consumer credit, in particular credit cards and the regulatory techniques used to avoid the exploitation of 

unsophisticated consumer borrowers. 

 

 

10. International and Comparative Advertising Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 
Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Amandine Garde 

 

Method of Assessment:   3000 word essay 

 1.5 hour written exam 

 

Outline: 
This module aims at providing a critical understanding of advertising law and the impact that this branch of the law has on consumer 

and public health protection. It adopts an international and comparative approach, and focuses on a range of topical issues which 

many legal systems encounter, including: 

 the definition of advertising 

 the constitutional protection of commercial speech 

 misleading advertising 

 cross-border advertising and the need to lay down international standards 

 advertising regulation and public morality (e.g. the Benetton campaigns) 

 advertising regulation and public health protection (e.g. tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy food advertising) 

 advertising and child protection (including in-school marketing) 

 product placement 

 sponsorship 

Each seminar is illustrated with practical case studies. 
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11. International Cooperation in Criminal Matters in Europe 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Prof Wolfgang Schomburg 
 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 
 

Module delivery: 

The delivery of this module is different from other modules. This module will be delivered in one week of intensive teaching in teaching 

week 7, the 25
th
 to the 29

th
 October. This intensive mode of teaching allows students to fully immerse themselves in the topic. The 

assessment for this module will be set at the end of the week.  

 

Outline:  
The module studies the system of international criminal law, its development and the legal principles that underpin it. The module 
commences by considering the nature of international and transnational crimes, and the role of international criminal law within the 

international legal system. The module then examines the substantive elements of the major international crimes in depth, including 

principles of liability and available defences. The module also analyses the available mechanisms for the prosecution of international 

crimes, including the International Criminal Court, and, in light of the recent developments in Iraq and elsewhere, other possible 

mechanisms. This analysis will also highlight the procedures applied by the varying mechanisms, including fair process and fair trial 

standards, and the principles relating to investigation, trial and punishment. The course concludes by previewing some of the current 

issues in international criminal law, in particular the debate regarding amnesties, impunity and immunity in international law. 

 

 

12.  International Economic Law 

 

UCU Value   30  

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

    LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law * 

    LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor: Ms Aoife O’Donoghue 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays 

 

Outline: 
The aims of this module are to provide an overview of the important global economic institutions, international monetary regulations, 
international development law, the influence of politics and the environment.  The course will cover an introduction to the history and 

the development of international economic law, the various global institutions and the nature of the issues which impact on 

international economic law. There will also be an examination of several theories connected with economic law, such as the 

developing work perspective, realism and feminism. 

 

 

13. International Investment Law  

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in European Legal Studies 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 
 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Matt Saul 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays 

 

Outline: 
Foreign investment can be central to the prosperity of a state, particularly developing states. There are, however, risks attached to 

bringing resources to a foreign state. For example, such a state might expropriate the investor’s property or refuse to honour a 

commitment. In order to encourage foreign investment, international investment law provides a rapidly growing regulatory 

framework, consisting of standards of conduct and mechanisms for dispute settlement, which offsets some of the associated 

uncertainties. 
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This module will examine the legal framework for foreign investment as found in international treaties and customary international law. 

The module provides students with a detailed understanding of the substantive law, procedures for enforcement, and the international 

economic and political context that has shaped the law.  

 
Analysis will concentrate on some of the core topics of academic and practical significance, such as the standards of treatment 

guaranteed to foreign investors, the protection against expropriation, and the different procedures for international investment 

arbitration. 

 

 

14. International Sales Law (Tbc) 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 
Module Tutor(s): (Tbc) 

 

Method of Assessment: 3 hour written exam 

 

Outline: 
This module concentrates upon the legal issues surrounding contracts for the international sale of goods. The rights and liabilities of 

the various parties involved in these transactions will be considered. This will involve an appreciation of relevant policy issues and a 

detailed study of international conventions and English domestic law relevant to international sales contracts, insurance and finance.   

Specific areas for study will cover the contract for the sale of goods, including topics such as the formation of contracts, the passing of 

risk, obligations of the parties, termination for breach, remedies, and standard  forms of contracts used in international transactions.  In 

addition, the legal issues relating to marine insurance, carriage of goods by sea and the use of bankers' commercial credits may be 

discussed where relevant.   
 

 

15. Introduction to Corporate Governance 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Chris Riley 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 

Outline: 
‘Corporate governance’ refers to the collection of rules and institutions by which companies – and especially large, public companies 

- are regulated and controlled.  In recent years, this subject has enjoyed massive attention.  Many countries have been forced to look 

again at the effectiveness of their corporate governance regimes, prompted by corporate scandals (such as those at Maxwell, Parmalat 

and Enron), by concern about the high levels of directors’ remuneration, and by a renewed interest in the ‘social responsibilities’ of 

powerful companies. 
 

This course examines these issues in the UK and wider context, with a particular focus on theoretical concerns.  It provides an 

introduction to the nature of the UK corporate governance regime, looking at the contributions of legal regulation, self-regulation, and 

market forces.  It considers different theories about what a good governance regime should be trying to achieve, and the conflict 

between promoting the interests of companies’ shareholders, and of their other ‘stakeholders’, including their employees and their 

consumers.  The role of voluntary codes of practice and “soft law” in improving corporate governance is critically examined. 
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16. Introduction to European Law (foundation module*) 

 

UCU Value   15  

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law * 

    LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor: Dr Eleanor Spaventa 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 

Outline: 
The European Union is an increasingly important global actor and an understanding of the basic principles which regulate its functioning is 

crucial to achieve a better understanding of both its international role; and the relationship between it and the EU Member States. This short 

course provides an overview of the fundamental principles of European Union Law. The main subjects covered are: the key features of the 

institutions; the role and functions of the European Court of Justice; and the relationship between EU law and national law. The module is a 

platform for further study or research into more specialized areas of European Union Law. .  

 
 

17. Introduction to the Law of Oil Contracts 

 

UCU Value   15  

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

    LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor:   Dr Mohammad Hedayati-Kakhki  
 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 
Outline: 
This module provides an introduction to the regulatory and contractual frameworks which govern the commercial exploitation of natural 

resources, focusing on oil contracts and issues arising from multi-jurisdictional contracts, particularly in the Middle East.  

The module sets out the legal background of Oil Contracts and considers the impact of local historical factors on the format and content of 

oil contracts. The module then proceeds to review the main contract types and instruments used within the oil industry, such as Production 

Sharing Agreements, Joint Operating Agreements, Service Contracts and Buy-Back Agreements, including their relative benefits. The 

module also considers the likely areas of legal contention between host governments and oil investors, including quality and output issues. 

Issues arising from restrictive legislation in the Middle East are considered from a legal perspective, including the means of navigating 

restrictions through correctly drafted oil contracts. The module also sets out the dispute resolution procedures common to the oil industry, 

both through arbitration and litigation. Lastly, future opportunities for simplifying the contractual framework as regards oil production, 

including the UN Model Oil Contract, are evaluated. 

 

 

18. Islamic Law 

 

UCU Value   30  

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

    LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor: Dr Mohammad Hedayati-Kakhki 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 1.5 hour written exam 

 

Outline: 
The Islamic Law module aims to provide students with a comprehensive overview of the origins, sources and practice of Islamic Law 

as well as to encourage analysis of topical issues, such as the interaction with Human Rights and the State. The module will highlight 

the means by which Islamic Law is implemented within individual countries and mechanisms for its reform. The clashes between the 

State and Islamic Law as well as the methods for these differences’ reconciliation will be studied, using practical examples.  

The module will then proceed to examine three further areas of Islamic Law’s practical application. The first Unit will focus  on the 
impact of Islamic Law on private transactions and contracts, including the principal differences with Western systems of law in areas 

such as consideration and remedies for breach. The Unit will also review the theory and implementation of Islamic Banking, including 

relevant regulations and prohibitions, as well as the practical impact on banking activities. The second Unit will review Islamic 

Criminal Law and Human Rights, considering illustrative offences such as Theft, Adultery and Apostasy, in terms of both liability 
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and sentences. Compatibility with human rights will be debated, and case studies from Iranian and Pakistani judicial systems will be 

reviewed. The last Unit will analyse Islamic Family and Inheritance Law, especially focusing on the position of women’s legal  rights, 

parental responsibility and divorce law as well as possibilities of reform within this controversial area. The module will conclude with 

consideration of inheritance law, in particular its differing application between genders.  

 
 

19. Law of the WTO  

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Streams: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor: Ms Aoife O’Donoghue 

 

Method of Assessment: 3 hour written exam 

 
Outline: 
The Law of the WTO aims to introduce the basic concepts of international economic law underpinning the world trading system; to 

analyze the legal principles contained in the WTO Agreement and the covered agreements; and to examine the rigorous dispute 

settlement system of the WTO.  

 

The module examines the legal and economic foundations of the world trading system. Following this, it analyses the institutional 

mechanisms of the World Trade Organization as they developed through the rudimentary structures of the GATT and focuses on the 

rigorous Dispute Settlement system established under the WTO. The module then proceeds on the analysis of the agreements 

administered by the WTO which regulate trade in goods, services and intellectual property rights. These agreements, including the 

GATT, the Agreement on Agriculture, the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement, the Anti-Dumping Agreement, the Subsidies and 

Countervailing Measures Agreement, the GATS and the TRIPS are analyzed in depth and in the light of the growing Panel and 

Appellate Body jurisprudence. Private avenues for the enforcement of WTO law both in the WTO and in domestic courts are also 

examined. 

 

Teaching and Learning takes place by means of a combination of lectures and seminars. Lectures aim to cover the theory 

underpinning the system in an analytical manner, while seminars provide the opportunity to students to adopt a hands-on approach 

that will enable them to develop their problem-solving and presentation abilities on the given subject-matter. A small number of 
revision tutorials is intended to enable the students to synthesize the knowledge obtained. 

 
 

20. Mergers and Acquisitions 

 

UCU Value   15  

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law  

  LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

    LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor: Professor Christian Witting 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 
  

 

Outline: 
This module will introduce students to an important area of commercial legal practice.  It will consider the various reasons for 

corporate acquisitions (economic, tax-related and legal), corporate strategies for effecting acquisitions (including current examples) 

and the legal forms of acquisition (mergers, hostile takeovers and schemes of arrangement).  The module will look at how acquisitions 

are financed, the responsibilities of the directors and, in the case of hostile takeovers, the bidding process.  An over-riding concern 

will be the regulatory framework in which acquisitions take place, such as compliance with the UK Takeover Code, as well as 

potential EU competition law issues.  Finally, the module will assess whether or not acquisitions prove to be good for businesses in 

the ways that theory suggests. 
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21. Selected Issues in Competition Law 

 

UCU Value: 15 

 

Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 General LLM 

 

Module Tutor(s): Mr Shaun Goodman 

 

Method of Assessment: 3000 word essay 

 

Outline: 
The course provides a comprehensive introduction to the substantive and procedural rules applicable to public and private competition 

law enforcement in the U.K., including a detailed understanding of the economic and public policy objectives underlying the structure 

and application of the U.K. competition regime. 

 

The course begins with an examination of the institutional structure of the U.K. regime, including the respective roles of and 
relationship between the Office of Fair Trading, the Competition Commission, the Competition Appeal Tribunal and the High Court.  

The merger provisions of the Enterprise Act 2002, and their interaction with the U.K. Takeover Code, are examined in detail.  The 

application of the Chapter I and Chapter II prohibitions of the Competition Act 1998 to the commercial practices of dominant and 

non-dominant firms are also examined, together with the enforcement instruments available to the U.K. authorities to identify and 

prosecute cartel activity.  Recognising the attractiveness of the U.K. courts for private claimants, the course finally considers the 

jurisdictional principles applicable to the allocation of private competition actions under Regulation 44/2001, and the effectiveness of 

the U.K. courts in providing redress for consumers harmed by competition law infringements 
 

 

22. Selected Issues of International Intellectual Property Law 

 

UCU Value: 30 

 
Programme Stream: LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Mr Howard Johnson 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays 

 

Outline: 
Over the last few decades there has been increased awareness of the importance of intellectual property and the role it plays in a 

global economy. Intellectual property law regulates the creation, use and exploitation of mental or creative labour, protecting 

information and the application of ideas via copyright, patents, trade marks and other related rights. Intellectual property encompasses 

such disparate areas as science, art, advertising, music, product design, trade reputations, medicines and knowledge.   

 

This module covers areas of intellectual property which are of special interest either because of their subject-matter, their economic 

significance or their legal/social implications. The module provides students with an in-depth study of the fundamental aspects of 

intellectual property rights using selected topical issues involving traditional forms of intellectual property, patents, copyright and 

trademarks, as well as developing areas such as the protection of traditional knowledge and geographical indications.  Semester one 
will deal with issues in relation to the law of copyright and performers rights and the first assessed essay will be on that topic.  In 

semester two the course will focus on industrial property issues such as trade secrets, patents, design law, trade marks and passing-

off/unfair competition law and the second assessed essay will relate to topics in the industrial property area. 

 

The module will provide a critical analysis of intellectual property policy and practice of selected developed and developing countries, 

set within the framework of UK and European law against a background of key international agreements and conventions.  
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23.  Unjust Enrichment    

 

UCU Value: 30 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Dr Warren Swain 

 

Method of Assessment: Two 3000 word essays  

 

Outline: 
The course provides an advanced study of the law of unjust enrichment. Obligations of this sort arise where the defendant has been 

enriched at the claimant’s expense. Unjust enrichment has only been recognised as a separate legal category comparatively recently 

but its roots are much deeper. The introduction of the module, which is of crucial importance to an understanding of the modern law, 

seeks to explore the place of unjust enrichment from a historical perspective. The core of the module which follows focuses on the 

four questions that need to be answered in order to establish a claim: 
 

1. has the defendant been benefited (i.e. enriched)? 

2. was the enrichment at the claimant’s expense? 

3. was the enrichment unjust? 

4. are there any defences? 

 

The second part of the module will continue with the core questions and proceed to consider the relationship between unjust 

enrichment and other legal categories, such as contract. The module will conclude with a discussion of some of the critics of unjust 

enrichment.  

 

 

 

 

24. Dissertation (compulsory module) 

 

UCU Value: I – 60 (10,000 words); 

 II – 75 (15, 000 words);  

 III – 90 (20,000 words). 

 

Programme Specialism(s): LLM in European Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM in International Trade and Commercial Law 

 LLM - General 

 

Module Tutor(s): Specialist in Field of Study 


